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Answer any TWO (2) of the following questions: 


I 


What was the early modern scientists’ contribution to the demise of the Mediaeval 
picture of the universe? Describe and explain how their scientific achievements 
clashed with the mediaeval worldview. 


‘Descartes sought to meet the challenge of scepticism about knowledge. As such he 
was an anti-sceptic.’ Would you agree with either of these two claims? Why or why 
not? 


What is the difference, if any, between a causal relation and a coincidental 
conjunction of events? 


Is free will compatible with determinism? If it is not, which do we have to give up, the 
idea of freedom, or determinism? 


Is time travel possible? Why or why not? On what views of time is it possible? Can the 
paradoxes of time travel be resolved? 


What follows is Albert Einstein’s argument against the existence of a personal God. 
Read Einstein’s argument attentively and then give your own reasoned evaluation of 
it. 


‘Nobody, certainly, will deny that the idea of the existence of an omnipotent, just, 
and omnibeneficent personal God is able to accord man solace, help, and 
guidance; also, by virtue of its simplicity it is accessible to the most undeveloped 
mind. But, on the other hand, there are decisive weaknesses attached to this idea 
in itself, which have been painfully felt since the beginning of history. That is, if this 
being is omnipotent, then every occurrence, including every human action, every 
human thought, and every human feeling and aspiration is also His work; how is it 
possible to think of holding men responsible for their deeds and thoughts before 
such an almighty Being? In giving out punishment and rewards He would to a 
certain extent be passing judgment on Himself. How can this be combined with 
the goodness and righteousness ascribed to Him?’ 


(Quoted from Albert Einstein, Ideas and Opinions, Crown Publishers, Inc., New 
York, 1954 (Fifth printing, 1960), pp. 46-47.) 
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